Systematic radical gastrectomy and D2 lymphadenectomy in primary gastric B cell lymphoma: impact on diagnosis, classification and long term results. A prospective study.
The role of surgery in the treatment of primary gastric lymphoma has been recently re-evaluated. We report the results of a series of 37 operated patients for primary gastric lymphoma (PGL). All patients underwent gastrectomy with D2 lymphadenectony and bilateral liver biopsies. Postoperative histopathological classification was compared to preoperative staging data. No mortality and low morbidity were observed in this series of patients. We found a high incidence of mixed grading of tumors and a relatively high incidence of lymph node metastases in low grade lymphoma. Relying on preoperative biopsies and imaging techniques could lead to preoperative staging inaccuracy and therefore to inappropriate treatment planning. For these reasons we advocate systematic primary surgery in PGL. Surgery could be useful for staging purposes and seems to be curative in stage IE.